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Date of Ereétion:_rﬁboﬁtfiTSB_of shortly after

Washingbon's Headquartors
The John Van Doren House o
Millstone, ~Somerset County, New Jersey

Ovmer: Charles D, Smith-

Architect:

Buildef;',iohh Van Doren -
Present Condition: Excellent

Thumber of Stories: ~ Two story house with a two story
: : : “wing and a cone story leanto

Materials of Construction: Foundation - stone
Exterior walls - frame
construction, shingles

Tnterior walls - plaster
Tnside trick chimnevs
Roof - piteh

Wigtorical Data:

The land upon which this house now stands was
originally nart of a grant made about 14880 to Cantain
Olement Plumstead, The grant comorised a tract of lsnd on
the west side of HMillstone River from Peace Rrook south
to Blaclkwell's ills, In 1742 Clement Plumstezd by deed
transferred to William Plumstead 2,000 acres., Ten yezrs
later Villiam Plumstead s01d 246 acres to Christion van
Doren., These acres were located on the south side of




iAmwe11 H0aﬂ_iﬁ Hilistqne,'and the conslderation was
740 poundsy The land passed from Christlien to his son
Jobn 1n 1758, .

. Christian Van Doren came originally from
Mormouth County; he settled in Somerset sboub the time
of his marrisge, This was in the 17208 since his
birth Ts recorded as 16929 and his son Jolin was born
in Somerset in 1726,

.. The property oassed from John Van Doren to
Jacob his son with the excevtion of one lot and a house
which went . fto Willlam, Jacob was Dorn in the home- N
stead,  the present house, in 1761, From Jacoh, the
property descended to his only. son John, John nhad
~three .children; he left the Farm to his second son
Jacob, A daughter, Catherine, married CGeorge M, letlar,
end lived in the Low House (FI=360), The Fetlars our-
chased the farm from the other heirs, It was their

sen Johnt Van Doren Hetler who sold to the prescnt

owner =about 1925, '

After the Nattle of Princeton in January
1777, Ceneral Vashinston snent the nishit here, IHe
also =topped here on other occasions, In 1777 he was on
his way to Pluckemin having fooled Lord Cornwallis after
the Battle of Princeton, Cornwallis, who was pursuving
him with about elight thousand troops, believed Hew Drunge
wick was Vashington's destinstion, The Pritish irmpri~
soned Van Dorents wife, and we are told hung her un by
her heels to get information. Later on the Hessians
established g hosvplital for their sick =nd wounded on
the farm after clearing off a large piece of woodland,

_ Millastone was the szecond counby ceat of Somer~
set County. The original counby seat had been ot =
5ix Hlle Run, now Franlklin Park, and when this original
court house was burned in 1737-8, the site of the county
geat was moved Go IFillstone, called Hillsboro and sone-—
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times Somerset Court House, The court house was built
in 1738, and burned in 1779 by the 1ory raiders under
Lieuteriant Colonel Sincoe, 1t was at Millstone that

. 4p mWay 1775 the Somerset County COmMLttee of Corres=

pondence met and con81dered the ouestion of ralsing

'V trooDs. ﬂere in 1777 Ceneral Nickinson and nis Jergey

wmilitia were encamped, In June 1777 Lord Howels troops

_were here for & short time when Howe made an attempt
‘to drew Washincton from his strong ocosition at Lmdgle-

brook, In eruember 1777 Millstone was designated as
ong of the seats for the Sbate‘s Sunrene Cour the

. other being Burlingcton,.. Sigcoe made his amouu raid

throuch the Jerseys in 1779 in an effort to destroy

' some fifty flat boats which were stalioned at Van
~Veghten's Bridge, These had been buill in Philadelphis

snd lsunched on the Raritan in the hopes of being used
in connection wilth the French flesl 1n an attack on '
Manhattan which Vashington never attempied, On this

.raid when the court house was burned, the old Dutch
- Church wa.s 11?81186 destroyed.
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